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ROYAL  HEADS  OF  SHRIMP  FLEET 


— Photo  by  Barkemeyer 

Bertoul  Cheramie,  Jr.,  King,  and  Miss  Evelyn  Jensen,  Queen,  of  tlie 
Royal  Court  of  the  1945  Blessing  of  the  Fleet  festival  held  at  Morgan 
City  last  month,  which  officially  ushered  in  the  shrimp  season  in 
that    area. 

(Other  photos  on  shrimp  ceremony  will  be  found  on  page  3) 


Allotment  of  Federal  Funds  for 
Wildlife  Projects  Announced 


Louisiana  has  been  apportioned 
$12,946  of  federal  funds  for  devel- 
opment of  wildlife  resources  for 
the  twelve  month  period  ending 
next  June  30. 

These  federal  funds  are  allotted 
on  the  basis  of  area  and  the  num- 
ber of  hunting  licenses  sold  by 
the  states.  The  money  comes  from 
the  11  percent  tax  on  sporting 
arms  and  ammunition  imposed  un- 
der the  Pittman-Robertson  Act. 
States  and  territories  participat- 
ing in  the  program  are  required 
to  contribute  25  percent  of  the 
cost  of  wildlife  development  work. 


There  are  47  states  eligible  for 
this  federal  allotment.  Nevada  is 
the  only  state  which  has  not  passed 
the  required  legislation  to  make  it 
eligible.  Louisiana,  likewise  did 
not  participate  in  this  prorgam, 
until  1940,  when  action  was  taken 
to  make  the  State  eligible. 

This  year's  allotment  of  funds  is 
based  on  sales  of  hunting  licenses 
during  the  1943-44  season,  which 
was  one  of  the  lowest  in  several 
years.  Last  year's  sales  of  hunt- 
ing licenses  exceeded  those  of 
1943-44  by  more  than  29,000  and 
(Continued  to  Page  8,  Column  1> 


LOUISIANA'S  FIRST  PEACE-TIME 
HUNTING  SEASON  SINCE  PEARL 
HARBOR  ABOUT  TO  GET  UNDER  WAY 


Louisiana's  first  peace-time  hunt- 
ing season  was  about  to  get  under 
way  as  indications  pointed  to  a 
record-breaking  sale  of  licenses. 
Sheriff's  offices  throughout  the 
State  began  sales  of  licenses  early 
in  September  and  reports  from 
throughout  the  State  indicated 
brisk   sales. 

A  total  of  146,648  hunting  li- 
censes were  sold  in  Louisiana  dur- 
ing the  1941-42  season,  the  last 
peace-time  hunting  season.  Dur- 
ing the  war,  there  has  been  a 
steady  decline.  In  1942-43,  the 
first  full  year  of  the  war,  a  total 
of  131,009  hunting  licenses  were 
sold.  This  dropped  to  a  low  of 
94,609  in  1943-44,  and  picked  up 
again  this  last  season  to  124,485. 
There  are  some  predictions  that 
sales  this  year  will  go  above  the 
peak  of  the  1941-42  season. 

Louisiana's  hunting  season  off'i- 
cially  got  under  way  on  September 
15th  when  it  became  legal  to  shoot 


Rails  and  Gallinules.  On  October 
1st,  the  open  season  on  rabbits, 
squirrels  and  chipmunks  will  begin. 
The  ammunition  situation  is  still 
muddled,  and  unless  the  War  Pro- 
duction Board  makes  more  ammu- 
nition available  before  the  season 
gets  well  under  way,  there  will  not 
be  enough  ammunication  for  all 
the  hunters  who  want  them.  Re- 
strictions on  the  sale  of  ammuni- 
tion have  been  eased  up,  but  the 
fact  remains  that  ammunition  is 
still  difficult  to  obtain  at  this  time. 

Wild  Life  enforcement  agents 
had  a  busy  time  in  August  mak- 
ing a  total  of  175  arrests,  and 
arrests  were  being  made  by  the 
score  during  the  first  weeks  in  Sep- 
tember, as  hunters  attempted  to 
go  hunting  before  the  legal  open- 
ing dates.  A  total  of  56  persons 
trying  to  "rush"  the  rabbit  and 
squirrel  season  were  apprehended 
by  enforcement  agents  during  Au- 
gust. 


OFFICIAL  DIGEST  OF  HUNTING 
REGULATIONS  PUBLISHED  THIS  ISSUE 

A  digest  of  seasons,  bag  limits,  dates  and  other  pertinent  in- 
formation pertaining  to  the  1945-46  hunting  season  has  been  com- 
piled and  is  printed  on  the  back  page  of  this  issue  of  the  CO-N- 
SERVATIONIST. 

Small,  convenient  folders  containing  more  detailed  information 
on  Louisiana's  hunting  and  trapping  regulations,  are  available  at 
all  sheriff's  offices.  These  folders,  as  well  as  large  placards  which 
have  been  distributed  throughout  the  State,  show  one-day  earlier 
closing  on  certain  species  of  game,  such  as  deer,  bear,  rabbit,  squir- 
rels and  chipmunks.  These  discrepancies  resulted  from  ambiguous 
interpretation  as  to  whether  or  not  the  open  season  includes  the  last 
days    mentioned    in    the    law. 

In  the  folders  and  placards  the  closing  dates  for  deer  and  bear 
are  shown  as  December  31,  whereas  it  should  be  January  1st.  On 
rabbits  the  closing  date  is  shown  as  February  28,  whereas  it  shou.ld 
be  March  1st.  On  squirrels  the  closing  date  shows  January  14,  whereas 
it  should  be  January  15th,  and  on  chipmunks,  the  closing  date  is 
shown    as   January   31,   whereas    it   should    be    February    1st. 

The  digest  published  on  the  back  page  of  this  issue  carries  the 
official  opening  and  closing  dates.  Hunters  who  obtain  folders  are 
asked  to  note  the  one-day  difference  in  the  closing  dates  on  deer, 
bear,  rabbit,  squirrel  and  chipmunks,  and  mark  the  changes,  or  clip 
the    printed    digest   in   this    issue   and    save   for   future    reference. 
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Announce  Plans  for 
New  5,000  Acre 
Fish,  Game  Preserve 

Governor  Jimmie  H.  Davis  an- 
nounced last  month  that  plans  have 
been  completed  for  the  construc- 
tion and  development  of  a  5,000 
acre  new  fish  and  game  preserve 
to  be  known  as  the  Cheniere  Brake 
Fish  Preserve  in  Ouachita  Parish. 

The  new  preserve  was  author- 
ized by  Act  88  of  the  1940  session 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  land 
comprising  the  preserve  has  been 
obtained  by  long  term  lease  from 
the  Dixie  Lumber  Company, 
owners  of  the  property,  without 
cost  to  the  State,  the  Gevernor 
stated. 

The  new  preserve,  the  Governor 
stated,  will  be  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  the  Department  of  Wild 
Life  and  Fisheries,  and  Commis- 
sioner John  G.  Appel  has  been 
authorized  to  proceed  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  project.  Con- 
struction of  a  dam  over  Cheniere 
Brake  and  development  of  fishing 
facilities  are  among  projects 
planned  for  the  preserve. 

The  Governor  asserted  that  the 
project  will  provide  post-war  faci- 
lities for  fishing  and  recreation  for 
a    large    area   in    Northeast    Loui- 


ORLEANS  SPORTSMEN  TO 
RAISE  FUNDS  FOR  LAKE 

Plans  for  raising  the  $12,000 
balance  to  complete  in  Canada  the 
construction  of  Lake  Orleans  as  a 
"duck  factory",  were  discussed  at 
a  meeting  of  sportsmen  held  in 
New  Orleans  last  week.  E.  A. 
Stephens  was  named  chairman  of 
a  finance  committee.  A  total  of 
$12,000  is  needed  to  complete  the 
lake,  which  is  already  under  con- 
struction, and  when  completed, 
will  be  known  as  Lake  Orleans. 
Another  Louisiana  lake  in  Canada 
has  been  financed  recently  by 
Shreveport  sportsmen. 


NICE  TARPON  CATCH 


— Photo   by   Morgan 

With  the  tarpon  season  well  under  way  in  Louisiana,  some  big 
catches  have  been  reported.  In  the  above  photo,  Ben  Wiley  of  New 
Orleans  is  shown  with  a  tarpon  weighing  110  pounds  which  he  caught 
at  Southwest  Pass  recently.  July,  August  and  September  are  con- 
sidered   the    best    tarpon    months    in    the    State. 


OPEN   BIDS   FOR  NEW 
LOCKS  AT  EMPIRE  OCT.  16 

The  Department  of  Finance  will 
open  bids  on  October  16th  for 
the  construction  of  a  new  naviga- 
tior  lock,  and  connecting  channels 
and  levees  at  Empire,  65  miles  be- 
low New  Orleans. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  1944  ses- 
sion, passed  Act  108,  subsequently 
approved  by  Governor  Jimmie  Da- 


vis, which  authorizes  the  appropri- 
ation of  $100,000  for  locks  and 
channel  improvements  at  Empire 
in   Plaquemines   Parish. 

These  locks  are  constantly  used 
bj»  oyster  and  shrimp  fishermen 
and  the  proposed  improvements 
have  been  needed  for  a  long  time. 
Materials  needed  for  the  project 
include  522  tons  of  steel  and  4625 
yards    of   concrete. 
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CARROLL  L.  WOOD 
RESUMES  POSITION 
AS  PARKS  DIRECTOR 

Carroll  L.  Wood,  now  Colonel 
Wood,  who  has  recently  returned 
to  civilian  life,  after  38  months' 
duty  in  the  African  and  European 
theatres  of  war,  resumed  his  duties 
on  September  1st  as  director  of 
the  State  Parks  Commission. 

W.  W.  Wells,  engineer  for  the 
Parks  Commission,  who  took  over 
Wood's  position  with  the  title  of 
acting  director,  has  resumed  his 
former  position. 

The  State  Parks  Commission  has 
outlined  a  far-reaching  postwar 
program  for  state  parks,  one  which 
would  result  in  a  state-supervised 
recreation  spot  within  50  miles  of 
every  Louisianian. 

In  addition  to  improvements 
planned  at  present  State  Parks, 
the  program  contemplates  con- 
struction of  park  facilities  on 
Lake  Bistineau  in  the  Shreveport 
area,  and  the  acquisition  of  new 
park  areas  in  the  vicinity  of  Ba- 
ton  Rouge   and   Monroe. 
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Father    Jules    Toups    and    Father    Bernard    Mistretta,    wearing    their  customary  vestments. for  religious   rites,  white  surplices  and  stoles,   and 
seven  altar  boys,  their  red  cassocks  and   white  surplices,   lending   vivid   color,    participate    in    the   ceremony    of    blessing    the   fleet. 

— Photos  by  Barkemeyer 


Blessing   of   Fleet   is   Unique   Ceremony 

A  unique  annual  event  in  Louisiana  is  the  Blessing  of  the  Fleet,  a  religious  ceremony  and  festival 
which  takes  place  in  the  various  fishing  centers  usually  in  Aug;ust  as  the  Fall  shrimp  season  gets  under 
way.  One  of  the  largest  and  most  colorful  of  these  ceremonies  takes  place  in  Morgan  City,  recognized 
as  the  center  of  the  famous  "Jumbo"  shrimp  industry.  Scenes  from  the  tenth  annual  Blessing  of  the 
Fleet  held  in  Morgan  City  in  August  are  shown  on  this  page.  Featured  by  solemn  religious  ceremonies 
of  blessing  the  fleet,  the  Festival  includes  parades,  boat  races,  games  and  general  merry-making  and  is 
climaxed  by  a  Ball  reigned  over  by  a  King,  Queen  and  Royal  Court  in  full  royal  regalia. 


A    portion    of   the   fleet   of    more    than    two    hundred    trawlers    moored    two    and    four    abreast    for    more    than    half    a    mile    on    both    sides    of 
Berwick    Bay    awaiting    the    benediction    of   the   church. 
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LOUISIANA  CONSERVATIONIST 


REPORT  OF  ANGLING,  HUNTING  AND  TRAPPING  LICENSES  FOR  1944-45 

Season   1944-45 
Trapping 
License 


For   Tear   1944 
Angling  License 

Non-Res.     .       Non-Res. 


Season  1944-45 
Hunting  License 

Non-Res.         Non-Res. 


$1.00 


Acadia    176 

Allen     131 

Ascension    123 

Assumption    13 

Avoyelles     '^7 

Beauregard    121 

Bienville    139 

Bossier     555 

Caddo     3,761 

Calcasieu     2,115 

Caldwell    63 

Cameron    Ill 

Catahoula  73 

Claiborne    420 

Concordia   282 

De  Soto   230 

East  Baton  Rouge 1,834 

East  Carroll 249 

East  Feliciana    39 

Evangeline   239 

Franklin    44 

Grant    198 

Iberia    79 

Iberville     105 

Jackson    253 

Jefferson     158 

Jefferson   Davis    293 

Lafayette    187 

Lafourclie   157 

La   Salle    161 

Lincoln    176 

Livingston    84 

iVIadison     166 

iVIorehouse    301 

Natchitoches    1,154 

Orleans    5,377 

Ouachita   1,360 

Plaquemines    IS 

Pointe   Coiipee    178 

Rapides    1,262 

Red    River    136 

Richland 120 

Sabine    95 

St.   Bernard    none 

St.  Charles     67 

St.  Helena    8 

St.  James    35 

St.  John  the  Baptist   2 

St.  Landry     243 

St.  Martin 23 

St.  Mary    133 

St.  Tammany    282 

Tangipahoa    151 

Tensas    •.  224 

Terrebonne     138 

LTnion   94 

Vermilion    67 

Vernon     296 

Washington   152 

Webster     490 

West  Baton  Rouge   27 

West  Carroll   110 

AVest  Feliciana   22 

Winn    378 

Total   Sold    25,755 

Value    $25,755.00 

Grand    Total    (1944) $210,209.00 

Grand   Total    (1943) 173,931.00 

Net  Increase   (1944) $  36,278.00 


4 -day 


1.00 


Annual 
@   $5.00 


$1.00 


4 -day 

@   $5.00 


Annual 
@  $15.00 


1 

1 

2,067 

10 

none 

none 

1,805 

none 

none 

none 

1,253 

none 

none 

1 

798 

none 

none 

none 

1,040 

5 

5 

3 

1,098 

29 

6 

5 

1,044 

1 

152 

136 

1,401 

none 

697 

978 

6,644 

74 

137 

103 

7,241 

270 

none 

none 

878 

none 

144 

347 

783 

342 

1 

none 

1,011 

1 

49 

149 

1,096 

10 

59 

310 

716 

5 

32 

21 

1,618 

23 

1 

none 

7,345 

12 

29 

40 

1,215 

4 

none 

none 

797 

2 

4 

5 

1,351 

4 

none 

none 

1,781 

2 

2 

1 

1,309 

none 

1 

none 

1,681 

7 

none 

none 

1,494 

none 

3 

1 

1,505 

none 

none 

1 

2,914 

none 

1 

2 

1,853 

55 

2 

3 

1,626 

15 

none 

1 

2,537 

5 

1 

none 

1,203 

3 

10 

5 

923 

6 

2 

8 

1,564 

none 

35 

153 

1,317 

69 

1 

1 

2,444 

1 

1,706 

566 

2,574 

23 

265 

450 

8,452 

195 

4 

3 

3,999 

4 

none 

none 

718 

940 

3 

3 

901 

5 

2 

4 

5,598 

19 

47 

12 

756 

2 

none 

none 

1,522 

1 

1 

none 

■        1,271 

none 

none 

none 

397 

none 

none 

none 

1,098 

none 

none 

none 

302 

none 

none 

none 

749 

none 

none 

none 

410 

none 

4 

4 

2,825 

18 

none 

none 

818 

none 

none 

1 

1,911 

15 

15 

20 

2,643 

3 

14 

31 

2,262 

4 

227 

238 

1,609 

48 

none 

1 

2,705 

2 

12 

98 

1,043 

9 

none 

2 

1,707 

33 

1 

4 

1,721 

2 

2 

10 

1,946 

10 

11 

3 

2,099 

3 

none 

none 

471 

none 

3 

3 

2,043 

13 

none 

none 

421 

5 

49 

15 

1,444 

2 

3,741 

3,743 

121,767 

2,311 

7,482.00 

$18,715.00 

$121,767.00 

$11,555.00 

none 
none 
none 


none 

9 
57 

none 
20 

none 


10 


none 

none 

none 
none 


none 
none 
none 
none 

18 
none 


3 

192 


none 
none 

1 
none 
none 
none 
none 
none 


none 
none 

none 

none 
none 

407 
6,105.00 


25 

56 

48 

170 

120 

69 
57 
87 

97 
230 

67 
508 


194 
102 


175 
20 


134 
122 

72 

182 

73 


169 
206 


447 
102 

453 

77 

104 
64 
177 

94 
342 
145 

28 
168 


364 
209 

118 
163 
98S 


38 
67 
20 
109 


9,415 

;,830.00 


LOUISIANA   CONSERVATIONIST 


WITH  THE  MEN  IN  THE  FIELD 

Reports    of    Arrests    and    Activities    of 
Wild   Life    Enforcement    Agents 


TYPES  OF  VIOLATIONS  WHICH 

OCCURRED    DURING 

AUGUST 

Angling  Without  License 27 

Possessing     Undersized     Game 

Fish  7 

Possessing     Undersized     Com- 
mercial Fish  6 

Possessing    Over    Legal    Limit 

Game  Fish  4 

Using  Illegal  Tackle   on   Game 

Fish  - ^.6 

Commercial     Fishing — No     Li- 
cense     17 

Commercial  Fishing  —  Illegal 

Tackle  2 

Possessing   Undersized    Shrimp      1 
Possessing    Shrimp    —    Closed 

Season    20 

Pollution   of   Streams 2 

Hunting  on  State   Preserves....      3 
Hunting  Squirrels  out  of  Sea- 
son       53 

Hunting    Rabbits    out    of    Sea- 
son       3 

Hunting  Grosbeaks 3 

Killing    Fur    Bearing    Animals 
with   Gun   1 

TOTAL 175 


AGENTS   PARTICIPATING   IN 
AUGUST  ARRESTS 

John  G.  Alford,  Cliff  Andrus, 
Clifton  C.  Ardoin,  Angelo  Ben- 
andi,  Joseph  Billiot,  Levert  H. 
Bird,  Percy  Brossett,  A.  B.  Burns, 
John  Busalacchi,  A.  B.  Calhoun, 
Edvifard  J.  Carline,  James  L.  Car- 
roll, Sam  Chaze,  Edgar  J.  B.  Clem- 
ent. Richard  Clement,  Ernest 
Coats,  Ruben  Davis,  Wilton  De- 
cuir,  G.  W.  DeLoach,  Emile  Dem- 
oruelle,  Seabe  L.  Dixon,  Tom 
Duck,  Edvsrin  Fairbanks,  D.  L. 
Farrar,  John  Flynn,  T.  H.  For- 
man,  Jr.,  John  W.  Gilbert,  Cecil 
Gilmore,  Charles  J.  Gordy,  Nathan 
Guillory,  Ignace  Guillot,  Allen 
Hawsey,  E.  B.  Head,  Lesma  He- 
bert,  Clarence  Hood,  Maurice  Hu- 
val,  Volidia  Jones,  Wm.  M.  Jones, 
Jesse  Laird,  B.  P.  LeBlanc,  W.  J. 
McCauley,  J.  V.  McConnell,  Spen- 
cer P.  Maxwell,  Ben  Mayeaux, 
Jos.  O.  Mayeux,  R.  S.  Millikin, 
T.  E.  Minton,  Earl  Nugent,  Sam 
Nunez,  Charles  Olano,  B.  E.  Par- 
ker, Armand  Petit,  H.  A.  Pipes, 
W.  J.  Plattsmier,  Frank  Ragas, 
Cliff  Reeves,  Harry  Reno,  George 
A.  Savario,  Gordy  Simon,  Law- 
rence    Sintes,     Edgar     Stanfield, 


Willie  R.  Stutson,  Oliver  Taun- 
ton, Frank  Trocchiano,  Charles 
Ventrella,     Paul     Voitier,     Hector 

Waguespack,  L.  C.  Weaver,  A.  H. 

Willette. 

PARISHES    IN    WHICH    VIOLA- 
TIONS OCCURRED  DURING 
AUGUST 

Acadia 2 

Ascension  i 

Assumption    5 

Avoyelles    —  4 

Caddo   .- 3 

Calcasieu    1 

Caldwell 9 

Catathoula 2 

Claiborne    1 

Concordia  9 

East  Baton  Rouge 4 

East  Carroll  2 

Evangeline   8 

Franklin 5 

Grant 5 

Iberville    4 

Jefferson  19 

Lafourche  -  3 

LaSalle   10 

Lincoln  4 

Livingston 3 

Madison 3 

Morehouse    1 

Natchitoches 10 

Ouachita  3 

Plaquemines 5 

Pointe  Coupee  14 

Rapides  2 

St.   Bernard   7 

St.   Charles 7 

St.  John 2 

St.   Landry  5 

St.   Martin    1 

St.   Mary 1 

Webster 4 

West   Carroll 1 

Winn  2 

TOTAL 175 


EXHIBIT  OF  DUCKS  AND 
GEESE    TO    BE    SHOWN 

An  interesting  and  educational 
exhibit  of  the  various  types  of 
ducks  and  geese  that  can  be  founa 
in  Louisiana  is  now  being  set  up 
in  the  permanent  State  Exhibits 
Building  at  the  Louisiana  State 
Fair  Grounds  in  Shreveport  by  the 
Division  of  Education  and  Pub- 
licity of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fish- 
eries Department. 


SHRIMP  BOAT  SEIZED 
FOR  LAW  VIOLATION 

ihe  Department  of  Wild  Life 
aiiu  r  isneries  served  notice  last 
Week  tnat  it  intenus  to  strictly 
eniorce  tne  conseivation  laws  of 
cne  btate,  when  ttie  uepartmeni, 
cnrougn  its  Commissioner  John  G. 
AiJpel  invoked  tne  provisions  of  a 
law  that  has  not  been  used  in 
j-,ouisiana    in    recent    years. 

xnis  law,  Act  143  of  194i:, 
wiucn  IS  a  revision  of  old  conser- 
vation statutes,  gives  the  Depart- 
ment the  right  to  seize  fishing 
vessels  and  sue  for  its  forfeiture 
ana  sale  with  the  proceeds  going 
lo  tne  State  Treasury. 

The  Department,  through  its  at- 
torney, narry  F.  Gamble,  Sr.,  has 
riled  suit  in  the  24th  Judicial  Dis- 
trict Court  of  Jetferson  Parish 
lor  forieiture  of  a  fishing  vessel 
Identified  as  20-D-734,  her  en- 
gine, operative  machinery,  tackle, 
shrimping  and  other  equipment. 

The  petition  filed  by  the  De- 
partment charges  that  on  or  abou 
August  8th,  three  agents  of  the 
eniorcement  division,  Joseph  L. 
Buliot,  John  Busalacchi  and  Franic 
Kagas,  were  cruising  in  a  small 
bay  near  Manila  Village  in  Jef- 
ferson Parish  to  enforce  the  laws 
in  respect  to  the  taking  or  trans- 
porting of  salt  water  shrimp  dur- 
ing the  closed  season,  which  was 
in  effect  until  August  15th. 

These  agents  were  cruising  in 
a  large  boat  and  had  in  tow  a 
light  draft  boat  for  cruising  in 
shallow  water.  They  observed  a 
trawler  apparently  engaged  in 
shrimp  trawling,  and  agent  Billiot 
proceeded  in  the  smaller  boat  to 
the  spot  where  the  trawler  was 
and  found  the  trawler  engaged  in 
salt  water  shrimp  fishing,  and  op 
erated  by  a  man  who  gave  his 
iiame  as  Charles  Hooper,  who  was 
then  and  there  charged  with  vio 
lating  the  law  in  taking  salt  water 
shrimp  in  closed  season  and  Agent 
Billiot  took  possession  of  the  boat 
and  directed  its  operator  to  take 
the  boat  and  its  equipment  over 
to  the  big  boat  which  was  in  charge 
of  Agent  Busalacchi,  and  Hooper, 
according  to  Agent  Billiot,  con- 
sented to  do  so. 

The  petition  further  points  out 
that  Agent  Billiot  left  that  loca- 
tion   and    went    to    a    distance    of 


one-eighth  or  one-quarter  of  a  mile 
to  inspect  other  boats  likewise  ap- 
parently engaged  in  shrimping. 
That  while  he  was  inspecting  the 
other  boats,  he  looked  back  and 
observed  that  the  boat  operated 
by  Hooper  was  making  off  at  a 
high  speed  in  an  opposite  direction 
and  escaped. 

Several  days  later,  agents  of 
the  Department  found  and  seized 
the  boat  and  shortly  afterwards, 
Charles  Hooper  appeared  and 
claimed  to  be  the  owner  of  the 
boat. 

The  petition  charges  that  since 
the  vessel  and  its  equipment  has 
been  used  in  violation  of  the  law, 
that  it  is  liable  to  forfeiture  and 
that  the  Court  is  authorized  to 
issue  a  decree  of  forfeiture  and 
order  it  to  be  sold  by  the  sheriff, 
without  appraisal,  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sale,  less  the  cost 
of  seizure,  to  be  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury  to  the  credit  of 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries. 

Commenting  on  this  action. 
Commissioner  Appel  stated  that 
the  Department  of  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  is  making  every  effort 
to  "protect  and  increase  the  wild- 
life and  seafood  resources  of 
Louisiana  and  to  accomplish  this 
purpose  it  is  necessary  that  the 
laws  protecting  these  resources  be 
strictly  enforced.  "This  Depart- 
ment", the  Commissioner  contin- 
ued, "intends  to  accomplish  this 
purpose  by  every  legal  means  at 
its  disposal." 

Immediately  upon  filing  of  the 
suit,  Judge  Leo  McCune  of  the 
24th  Judicial  District  Court,  fixed 
a  bond  of  $1,500  and  the  vessel 
was  returned  to  the  owner,  pend- 
ing trial  of  the  case,  upon  posting 
of   the   bond. 


INQUIRIES  INDICATE  LARGE 
INFLUX    OF    TOURISTS 

Louisiana  may  expect  a  large  in- 
flux of  visitors  this  fall  and  winter 
who  will  participate  in  its  hunt- 
ing season  and  do  some  fishing  as 
well. 

Inquiries  received  by  the  Divi- 
sion of  Education  and  Publicity  of 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De- 
partment from  prospective  tour- 
ists in  all  parts  of  the  country 
have  considerably  increased  in  the 
past   two   months. 
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KNOW  YOUR  LOUISIANA  FISH 

By  JAMES  NELSON  GOWANLOCH, 

Chief  Biologist,   Fish   and   Game   Division, 

Louisiana   Department    of   Wild   Life   &   Fisheries 


REDFISH 

Sciaenops    ocellata    (Linnaeus) 

Other  Names:  Red  Drum;  Channel  Bass  (a  name  used  in  Loui- 
siana for  the  Kingfish,  a  relative  of  the  Redfish)  ;  Bull  Red  (used 
in  Louisiana  for  large  specimens)  ;  Rat  Red  (used  in  Louisiana  for 
smaller  individuals)  ;  Sea  Bass  (quiet  wrong  since  this  belongs  to  a 
complete  unrelated  flsh)  ;  Channel  Drum. 

Range:  South  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  United  States,  New 
York  to  Texas. 

Size:  Length,  2  to  5  feet;  weight,  10  to  75  pounds.  Exceeded 
only  by  the  Sea  Drum  in  weight.  Redfish  5  feet  long,  weighing  75 
pounds,  have  been  taken  while  Sea  Drum  4  feet  long  have  been 
known  to  weigh  146  pounds. 

Identification:  The  spot  (or  rarely  spots),  near  the  base  of  tail 
fin,  usually  conspicuous. 

Fin  Formula:  Dorsal  fin,  first  portion,  10  spines,  second  portion, 
1  spine  and  24  soft  rays;  anal,  2  spines  8  soft  rays. 

Description:  Grayish  silvery  iridescent,  often  washed  with  cop- 
pery red,  each  scale  with  center  of  dark  points,  which  may  form  ob- 
scure irregular  brown  stripes  along  rows  of  scales;  jet-black  ocellated 
spot  about  as  large  as  the  Redfish's  eye  is  located  on  upper  part  of 
base  of  tail  fin  on  each  side.  Sometimes  there  may  be  two  or  three 
such  spots  instead  of  one;  rarely  the  entire  body  of  the  fish  may  be 
covered  with  these   spots. 


Food:  Chiefly  shrimp,  both  Common  Sea  Shrimp  ("lake"  shrimp) 
and  Grooved  Shrimp  ("Brazilian"  Shrimp),  and  also  Blue  Crab  (Com- 
mon Crab).  Shrimp  are  preferred.  Fish  eaten  most  frequently  are 
Mullet,  Gobies  and  Silversides.  An  8-inch  Mullet  has  been  found  in 
the   stomach   of  a   27-inch   Redfish. 

Bait:  Shrimp,  live  and  "market",  are  baits  mostly  used.  Else- 
where, "shedder"  crabs  and  squid  (properly  cleaned)  have  proven 
useful. 

Value:    Very  high,  both  for  sport  and  as  food. 

General:  The  Redfish  belongs  to  the  Croaker  family  (Sciaenidae) , 
so  named  because  of  their  peculiar  ability  to  produce  clearly  audible 
sounds  by  means  of  using  their  swim  bladders  as  resonating  chambers. 
These  sounds  they  can  produce  both  in  and  out  of  water.  The  Croakers 
in  the  United  States  include  only  one  fresh  water  species,  the  Fresh- 
water Drum,  known  in  Louisiana  as  "Gaspergou,"  Aplodinotus  grun- 
niens  (Rafinesque),  a  species  that  is  inferior  in  flavor  to  its  salt  water 
"cousins". 

To  the  Croaker  family  also  belong  the  Black  Drum,  the  King- 
fish  (called  in  Louisiana  Channel  Mullet,  a  name  used  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  for  the  Redfish),  and  the  familiar  Croaker.  Surprisingly  little 
is  known  of  the  life  history  and  movements  of  various  members  of  the 
Croaker  family  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana. 

John  C.  Pearson  conducted  valuable  studies  along  portions  of  the 
Gulf  coast  and  very  recently  Dr.  Gordon  Gunter  has  published  further 
valuable   observations. 

Pearson  found  that  spawning  on  the  Texas  coast  occurred  chiefly 
during  October,  close  to  or  at  the  mouths  of  various  "passes"  from  the 
Gulf  to  the  "lagoons".  Tides  carry  the  minute  larval  Redfish  into 
the  bays  and  lagoons,  which  serve  apparently  as  nursery  grounds. 
Winter  Weather  causes  the  young  Redfish  (2  to  6  inches)  to  disperse 
and  move  into  deeper  water,  sometimes  as  much  as  75  miles  from 
spawning  grounds.  When  about  27  inches  long,  the  Redfish  travel  in 
schools  and  are  fond  of  feeding  alongshore. 

Pearson's  growth  studies  showed  13%"  end  of  the  first  year;  21", 
second  year;  25",  third  year;  29y2",  fourth  year;  and  33",  fifth  year. 

Pearson   believes  spawning  to  be  over  by  mid-November. 

The  virriter  has  examined  two  extraordinary  beautiful  specimens 
(evidently  the  first  ever  known)  of  hybrids  between  the  Redfish  and 
the  Speckled  Trout,  Eriscion  nebulosus   (Cuvier  and  Valenciennes). 


DRUM 
Pogonias  cromis  (Linnaeus) 

Other  Names:  Black  Drum;  Drumfish;  Gray  Drum;  Banded 
Drum;  Big  Drum. 

Range:  Atlantic  and  Gulf  coasts  of  United  States  from  Long 
Island,  N.  Y.,  to  the  mouth  of  the  the  Rio  Grande,  Texas. 

Size:    Record  appears  to  be  4  feet  and  146  pounds. 

Identification:  Only  the  rankest  amateur  could  confuse  the  Black 
Drum  with  the  Sheepshead.  The  Black  Drum  has  the  dorsal  fin  divided 
into  a  high  triangular  forward  region  and  a  long  almost  even  pos- 
terior region,  while  the  Sheepshead's  dorsal  fin  is  of  relatively  uni- 
form height. 

Fin  Formula:  Dorsal  fin,  first  portion  10  spines;  second  portion, 
1  spine  and  21  soft  rays;  anal,  2  spines  and  5  or  6  soft  rays.  Fin 
formula  for  the  Sheepshead:  dorsal  12  spines  and  10  or  12  soft  rays; 
anal  fin  3  spines  and  10  or  11  soft  rays. 

Description:  Grayish  silvery  with  4  or  5  dark,  broad  vertical 
bars  which  disappear  with  age,  the  entire  fish  becoming  dusky.  Usually 
no   oblique,   dai-k   streaks   along  rows   of  scales   above;   fins   blackish. 


Specimen  here  illustrated  was  only  QVz"  long  and  shows  the  markings 
clearly. 

The  extraordinary  "lower  pharyngeal"  bones  at  the  back  of  the 
mouth  cavity  are  completely  united  and  covered  with  many  flattened, 
blunt  "molars",  and  also  with  a  small  patch  of  conical  teeth  at  each 
outer  posterior  corner. 

Food:  Largely  bottom  feeders,  eating  various  shellfish  (mol- 
lusca)  and  crabs.  A  school  of  drums  can  in  a  short  time  destroy  a 
bed  of  oysters. 

Bait:  Live  shrimp  or  "market"  shrimp  excellent.  Oysters  and 
clams  readily  taken  but  too  easily  stolen.  J.  J.  Kornfeld,  New  Or-  ■ 
leans,  recommends  that  the  fisherman  carry  along  for  emergency 
fresh  shrimp,  heavily  brined,  rolled  in  cornmeal  and  preserved  in  jars. 
An  odd  fishing  technique,  reportedly  very  successful,  is  the  use  of 
small  oysters  or  clams  through  which  the  hook  is  passed  and  then 
tie  half  the  shell  to  the  side  of  the  bait  and  hook.  This  is  said 
to  reduce  bait  stealing.  Sheepshead  fishing  requires  that  the  bait  be 
kept  constantly  on  the  move.  A  delicate  touch  must  be  developed 
so  that  the  sportsman  will  instantly  know  when  to  set  the  hook  in 
the  fish. 

Value:  Highly  regarded  by  many  as  a  valuable  food  and  game 
fish. 

General:  Black  Drums  can  produce  such  heavy  damage  to  oyster 
beds  that  frequently  it  is  necessary  to  fence  them  out  with  chicken 
wire.  The  characteristic  sounds  they  emit  can  be  clearly  heard  as  the 
school  swims  by.  Numerous  lai'ge  "whiskers"  or  barbels  extend  under- 
neath the  inner  edge  of  the  lower  jaw  as  far  back  as  below  the  middle 
of  the  eye.  Place  from  which  taken  appears  to  influence  color;  shallow 
bay  specimens  often  being  black  or  even  bronze,  while  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico specimens  may  be  uniformly  pale. 

Pearson's  studies  indicated  that  Black  Drums  usually  spawn 
from  February  to  May  in  passes  leading  from  the  Gulf  to  the  bays. 

Breeding  Drums  range  from  10%  to  41  Va  inches  long.  Appar- 
ently, the  species  first  spawns  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  and 
continues  to  spawn  throughout  life. 

Even  big  Drums  are  oddly  fond  of  moving  during  migration  into 
very  shoal  water,  where  they  become  lacerated  by  contact  with 
oyster  reefs. 

Gunter  reports  that  Black  Drums  eat  Crustacea  (including  crabs 
and  shrimp),  mollusks  and  fish.  General  diet,  except  for  the  mollusks, 
is  similar  to  that  of  Redfish. 
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Water    Hyacinth    Eradication    Experiments    Studied 


By  Isaac   D.  Chapman,   Director, 
Education  and   Publicity  Division 

Control  and  eventual  eradica- 
tion of  the  water  hyacinth  is 
among  the  tep  priority  projects 
of  the  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and  Fisheries,  and  the  postwar 
program  of  the  Department  con- 
tains blue-prints  of  plans  for 
more  intensified  work  on  this 
problem. 

Technicians  of  the  Department 
are  constantly  working  on  this 
problem.  Every  new  experiment 
and  new  chemical  has  been  checked 
and  studied.  A  tremendous  file  on 
the  subject  has  been  built  up  in 
the  Department  containing  infor- 
mation and  results  of  experiments 
on  the  water  hyacinth  throughout 
the  nation  and  in  many  foreign 
countries. 

For  years  various  methods  have 
been  tried  out  in  Louisiana  and 
elsewhere  in  the  South  in  the  fight 
against  the  water  hyacinth.  The 
mechanical  method,  which  chews 
the  plant,  is  the  one  that  has  been 
used  by  the  Federal  engineers  for 
many  years,  in  clearing  streams 
for  navigation.  While  the  navi- 
gable streams  are  being  kept  clear 
through  constant  opei-ation  of  this 
mechanical  method,  the  problem  is 
not  solved,  because  the  plants  re- 
generate from  broken  parts  of  the 
parent  plant  and  from  seed,  and 
grow  back  again.  Also,  by  open- 
ing the  large  streams  by  this 
method,  eradication  is  not  possible, 
since  the  small  feeder  streams 
and  ponds  serve  as  continual 
sources    of   infestation. 

The  Department  of  Wild  Life 
and   Fisheries   has   been   operating 


two  machines  which  act  as  con- 
veyors in  lifting  the  hyacinths 
out  of  streams.  This  method  has 
been  successful  in  clearing  up 
streams,  and  the  Department  be- 
lieves that  until  some  process  for 
complete  eradication  of  the  hya- 
cinth can  be  found,  the  control 
of  this  plant  can  be  successfully 
undertaken  through  use  of  these 
hyacinth  conveyor  machines,  and 
therefore  plans  have  been  com- 
pleted for  the  purchase  of  new 
and  more  powerful  machines  which 
will  be  part  of  an  intensified  hya- 
cinth control  program  to  be  inau- 
gurated by  the  Department  as  soon 
as  these  machines  are  available 
and  plans  for  their  purchase  can 
be  completed. 

A  group  of  research  workers  at 
Southwestern  Louisiana  Institute 
at  Lafayette  recently  undertook 
experiments  to  discover  some  com- 
pound that  would  completely  de- 
stroy the  hyacinth  and  the  regen- 
erative parts  of  the  paint. 

After  several  months  of  experi- 
ments, they  have  developed  a 
chemical  compound  which  can  be 
easily  sprayed  on  the  hyacinths 
and  it  kills  the  plants  within  a 
period  of  time. 

Dean  Thomas  J.  Arceneaux  of 
Southwestern's  College  of  Agricul- 
ture, Professor  Ira  S.  Nelson,  Hor- 
ticulturist, and  Dr.  Frederick  W. 
zurBurg,  head  of  the  Department 
of  chemical  engineering,  have  col- 
laborated in  this  experimental 
work. 

Impressed  with  the  work  done 
with  horomone-like  substances  by 
Dr.  George  Arceneaux  of  the 
Houma  Experimental  Station,  who 


— Photo    by    Morgan 

This  view  shows  another  portion  of  the  same  hyacinth  infested 
pond.  This  is  how  the  hyacinths  lootced  about  a  month  after  being 
sprayed  with  the  chemical.  The  crown  of  the  hyacinth  has  turned  brown 
and  begins  to  rot.  As  time  progresses,  the  entire  plant  turns  brown 
but  remains  floating  on  the  surface  of  the  water  until  it  decomposes. 
This    latter    condition    is    visible    to    the    right    background. 


— Photo  by  Morgan 

Spraying  a  pond  covered  with  water  hyacinths  at  Southwestern 
Louisiana  Institute  Farm  with  a  chemical  compound  prepared  by  a 
group  of  investigators  at  SLI.  Officials  of  the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries 
Department  and  federal  officials  witnessed  this  demonstration  last 
month. 


had  been  experimenting  with  cer- 
tain chemicals  in  eradicating  alli- 
gator grass  in  cane  fields,  these 
men  set  out  to  see  if  these  horo- 
mone-like substances  could  be  used 
to  get  rid  of  hyacinths. 

After  considerable  experiments, 
these  Southwestern  investigators 
hit  upon  a  compound,  which  they 
call  SLI 23,  and  they  say  it  can 
be  prepared  very  cheaply.  It  is 
believed,  they  say,  that  the  cost 
of  the  chemical  required  to  spray 
an  acre  of  hyacinths  will  not  ex- 
ceed   30<f. 

They  have  used  this  spray  on  a 
water  hyacinth  infested  pond  near 
Southwestern  where  the  experi- 
ments have  been  conducted.  After 
the  hyacinths  have  been  sprayed 
with  the  compound,  the  first  no- 
ticeable reaction  is  a  twisting  of 
the  leaf  stem  and  general  distor- 
tion of  the  normal  posture  of  the 
plants.  This  can  be  observed  to 
some  degree  within  three  hours 
after  spraying.  On  the  third  or 
fourth  day  lodging  of  the  plant  is 
evident  and  brown  patches  appear 
on  the  leaves.  Following  this  the 
crown  of  the  plant  turns  brown 
and  begins  to  rot.  The  roots  of 
the  plant  become  brittle  and  are 
easily  broken  off  from  the  point 
of  their  origin.  As  time  pro- 
gresses, the  entire  plant  turns 
brown  but  remains  floating  on  the 
surface  of  the  water  until  it  de- 
composes. It  is  estimated  that 
four  months  are  necessary  for 
complete  decomposition  of  killed 
plants. 

Commissioner  John  G.  Appel, 
and  other  off'icials  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries, 
witnessed  a  demonstration   of  the 


use  of  this  compound  at  South- 
western last  month.  Also  present 
were  W.  E.  Wunderlich,  U.  S.  en- 
gineer in  charge  of  hyacinth  eradi- 
cation in  Louisiana,  Congressman 
James  Domengeaux,  who  has  intro- 
duced a  resolution  in  Congress 
asking  U.  S.  Army  engineers  to 
survey  the  water  hyacinth  prob- 
lem, Dr.  James  Nelson  Gowanloch, 
Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  biologist, 
and   others. 

According  to  the  Southwestern 
investigators,  the  experiments  have 
not  as  yet  been  completed.  It  is 
not  known,  for  example,  how  toxic 
the  chemical  is  to  fish  and  animals. 
In  the  college  lake  the  fish  have 
not  been  killed  and  no  harm  has 
come  to  cattle  who  have  eaten 
the  plants  after  they  have  been 
sprayed,  but  further  experiments 
will  be  necessary  to  determine  the 
exact  effect  the  chemical  has  on 
fish   and  animals. 

Expressing  a  favorable  impres- 
sion on  this  new  development  in  the 
hyacinth  war.  Commissioner  Ap- 
pel told  the  group  present  at  the 
inspection  that  his  agency  is  ready 
to  cooperate  in  every  way  possible 
in  the  development  of  any  projects 
that  will  help  make  possible  the 
eradication  of  the  water  hyacinth. 

Commissioner  Appel  also  an- 
nounced that  Department  techni- 
cians have  also  recently  witnessed 
experiments  conducted  with  a  new 
compound,  recently  placed  on  the 
market  and  known  as  2,4-D  (Di- 
chlorophenoxyacetic  acid),  and  is 
keeping  on  the  alert  and  in  con- 
stant touch  with  all  new  chemicals 
and  expei-iments  that  may  help 
solve  the  hyacinth  eradication 
problem. 
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New  Forestry 
Program  for 
La.  Announced 

Chairman  Charles  V.  Holbrook  of 
DeRidder  has  announced  that  the 
State  Forestry  Commission  had 
adopted  an  eight-point  forestry 
prog-ram  for  Louisiana,  including 
efforts  to  eliminate  ad  valorem 
taxes  on  standing  timber  and  pro- 
vision for  payment  of  timber  sev- 
erance tax  at  crop  harvest  time. 

Other  points  were: 

Fire  prevention  and  control  for 
all  forested  land,  education  of  the 
public  in  tremendous  present  and 
potential  values  of  timberlands, 
intensification  of  co-operation  with 
woodland  owners  in  improving 
management  practices  and  distri- 
bution of  planting  stock  at  cost, 
establishment  of  additional  state 
forests,  furnishing  planting  stock 
at  cost  to  farmers  and  operators, 
co-operation  toward  a  stronger  pri- 
vate forest  industry,  rehabilitation 
— by  the  state  if  necessary — of 
Louisiana's  submarginal  acreage, 
stabilization  of  the  tax  base  on 
forest  land. 

Commissioners  approving  the 
program  were  Holbrook,  W.  T. 
Murray  of  Alexandria,  P.  A. 
Bloomer  of  Fisher,  Vetress  Young 
of  Bogalusa,  R.  D.  Conley  of  Ring- 
gold, Ralph  W.  Hayes  of  the  State 
University  Forestry  Department, 
Wildlife  Commissioner  John  G.  Ap- 
pel  and  State  Forester  Massey  An- 
derson. 


FIFTY-THREE  SQUIRREL 
HUNTERS  ARRESTED  BY 
AGENTS  DURING  AUGUST 


Hunters  attempting  to  rush  thi 
opening  of  the  squirrel  and  rab- 
bit season,  which  does  not  legally 
get  under  way  in  Louisiana  until 
October  1st,  found  that  enfoi'ce- 
ment  agents  of  the  Wild  Life  and 
Fisheries  Department  were  on  the 
job,  and  as  a  result  53  persons 
were  arrested  during  August  and 
charged  with  killing  squirrels  out 
of  season.  Three  were  appre- 
hended killing  rabbits  out  of  sea- 
son during  last  month. 

According  to  reports  from 
agents  received  by  J.  C.  LeBlanc, 
director  of  the  Department's  en- 
forcement division,  many  of  those 
apprehended  for  hunting  squirrels 
were  juveniles.  These  youngsters 
are  not  included  among  those  ar- 
rested, but  they  were  given  warn- 
ings, and  their  names  and  ad- 
dresses were  forwarded  to  the  dis- 
trict attorney   in   their   parish. 


Florida,  Oregon,  Utah,  Virginia, 
Wisconsin,  and  some  provinces  in 
Canada.  These  extoll  the  delights 
of  pursuing  fish  and  wild  game  in 
the  respective  regions.  Usually 
the  cost  is  paid  by  a  state  conser- 
vation deiDartment  or  bureau. 

In  the  same  magazine  ap- 
peared no  advertisement  from 
Louisiana.  Yet  if  there  is  finer 
fishing  and  hunting  anywhere  else, 
better  outdoors  recreation, 
proof   of  it  would  be  welcome. 

During  war  years  advertising 
to  promote  tourist  travel,  even  for 
such  diverting  purposes  as  hunt- 
ing and  fishing,  was  not  advisable. 
But  most  regions  having  something 
special  to  offer  a  visitor  are  al- 
ready making  plans  for  postwar 
activities.  Advertising  campaigns 
have  already  been  instituted. 
Louisiana  should  be  in  there  bid- 
ding for  a  share  of  the  travel, 
which  is  certain  to  be  of  an  un- 
precedented magnitude  once  the 
war  restrictions  are  relazed. 


FEDERAL  FUNDS 
FOR  WILDLIFE 
PROJECTS  ANNOUNCED 

(Continued   from   Page    1) 

this  increase  will  be  reflected  in  an 
increased  federal  allotment  for 
Louisiana  at  the  beginning  of  the 
next  fiscal  year,  July,   1946. 

This  year,  only  three  states  in 
the  South,  Texas,  Tennessee  and 
North  Carolina,  exceeded  Louisi- 
ana, in  the  amount  of  federal 
funds  allocated  under  the  Pittman- 
Robertson  Act. 

Allotments,  by  states,  include : 
Alabama,  $12,022.31;  Arkansas, 
$11,195.68;  Florida,  $11,435.08; 
Georgia,  $10,806.14;  Kentucky, 
$9,991.78;  Louisiana,  $12,946.09; 
Mississippi,  $10,473.29;  North  Car- 
olina, $13,015.03;  South  Carolina, 
$7,457.73;  Tennessee,  $13,143.78, 
and  Texas,  $45,430.19. 

Many  research  and  wildlife  pro- 
pagation projects  have  been  under- 
taken in  Louisiana  with  Pittman- 
Robertson  funds  matched  by  state 
funds.  This  work  known  as  Pitt 
man-Robei'tson  projects,  have  in 
eluded  restoration  work  on  turkey 
quail,  muskrats,  and  others. 


FISHERMEN  WARNED  ON  USE 
OF  ILLEGAL  SEINES  AND  NETS 

The  Enforcement  Division  of 
the  Wild  Life  and  Fisheries  De 
partment  has  served  warnings  tc 
fishermen  that  they  must  obtain 
and  use  legal  seines  and  nets  as 
required   by   law. 

During  the  war  when  mesh  and 
seines  were  difficult  to  obtain,  and 
because  of  the  importance  of  the 
commercial  fishing  industry  ir 
helping  to  relieve  the  food  short 
age,  enforcement  agents  were  leni 
ent  and  liberal  in  the  interprets 
tion  of  the  laws  pertaining  to 
legal  size  and  types  of  seines  and 
nets. 

Now  that  critical  materials 
needed  in  the  manufacture  of 
these  seines  and  nets  have  been 
released  and  are  available,  com- 
mercial fishermen  are  being 
warned  that  they  must  obtain  and 
use  legal  equipment  as  required 
by  law. 

Two  commercial  fishermen  were 
arrested  during  August  for  using 
illegal  tackle. 


The  proper  agency  to  conduct 
the  publicizing  of  the  state's  hunt- 
ing, fishing  and  outdoor  recreation 
superiorities  is,  we  think,  the  fish 
and  wild  life  divisions,  over  which 
John  G.  Appel  presides  as  com- 
missioner. Attention  of  the  whole 
country  should  be  called  to  the 
hundreds  of  Louisiana  lakes, 
streams  and  bayous  that  offer  the 
finest  bass  fishing  in  the  nation; 
the  coastal  marshes  and  the  well- 
equipped  duck  hunting  clubs;  the 
state  parks  where  there  is  not  only 
good  fishing  but  faciliites  for 
camping,    boating,    swimming. 

If  there  is  a  lack  of  money  to 
finance  a  good  publicity  campaign, 
some  effective  pamphlets  could  be 
printed,  for  distribution  by  hotels, 
railroad  and  bus  lines,  restaurants, 
auto  service  stations,  tourist 
courts,  dealers  in  sporting  goods 
and  similar  concerns.  A  good  ad- 
vertising campaign  should  bring 
results. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  WILD  LIFE  AND  FISHERIES 

1945-1946   LOUISIANA  GAME   LAWS 

SEASONS  AND   BAG  LIMITS 


RESIDENT    GAME 


OPEN  SEASON 
(Inclusive) 


DAILY 

BAG 

LIMIT 


SEASON 
BAG 
LIMIT 


Deer   (Bucks  only) Nov.   15-Jan. 

Bear  Nov.  1-Jan. 

Rabbit  Oct.  1-Mar. 

Squirrel    Oct.  1-Jan. 

Chipmunks   Oct.  1-Feb. 

Quail  Dec.  1-Feb. 

Turkey  Gobbler  April    1-April  15 

Wild  Turkey  Hen,  Swans, 
Marsh  Hen,  Ringnecked 
Pheasants,  Upland  Plover 
and   Golden   Plover No  Open  Season 


1 

1 

No  Limit 

10 

10 

15 

1 


2 

5 

No  Limit 

120 

120 

120 

1 


LET    THE    WORLD    KNOW 
(From    New    Orleans    States) 

A  sports  writer's  column  re- 
minds us  that  Louisiana  is  doing 
little  or  nothing  to  publicize  the 
excellent  hunting  and  fishing  this 
state  can  offer  the  sportsman. 
Some  other  states  are  quite  alert 
to  the  advantages  of  well-placed 
advertising. 

For  example,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent outdoor  life  magazines  with 
national  circulation  carries  with 
fair  regularity  advertisements 
from  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Texas, 


MIGRATORY    WATERFOWL  OPEN    SEASON 


(Indus 


DAILY 
BAG      POSSESSION 
LIMIT  LIMIT 


*Ducks    ; Nov.     2-Jan.  20  10 

**Geese    Nov.     2-Tan.  20  2 

**Blue  and  Snow  Geese Nov.     2-Jan.  20  4 

American      and/or      Red- 
Breasted  Mergansers  Nov.     2-Jan.  20  25 

Coots    Nov.     2-Jan.  20  25 

Dove   Oct.      1-Oct.  15  10 

(Split  Season) Dec.    18-Jan.  31 

Rails  and  Gallinules Sept.  15-Dec.  15  15 

Woodcock  Dec.    15-Dec.  29  4 

Jacksnipe    - Closed  Season 


20 
4 


No  Limit 
25 
10 


15 


ours     for    Shootinir    Migratory    Game:      Half    hour    before    official    sunrise    to 
Use    of    bait    and    live    decoys    prohibited.     Legal    limit    of    game    may    be 
sed    90    days    after    close    of    season. 

Daily    bag    limit    on    ducks     (except    American    and    red-breasted    mergansers) 
I  in  the  aggregate  of  all   kinds,  including   in  such   limit   not  mor 
Any   person   at   any  time  may  possess   not   more   than   20   ducks 
>f    all    kinds    (not    including    American    and    red-breasted   mergani 
than    1    wood    duck. 

**  A  total  of  4  blue  and  snow  geese  (singly"  or  in  the  aggregate)  plus  2  ol 
some  other  kind,  including  brant,  may  be  taken  in  a  diy.  Possession  limit  is 
8    blues    and    snows    plus    4    of    other    kinds,    including    brant. 

Hunters  of  ducks  and  geese  must  have  a  federal  duck  stamp  attached  to 
their  state  hunting  license.  Duck  stamps  can  be  obtained  from  any  postoffice. 
Hunting    licenses    on    sale    at    all    sheriff's    offices. 

Report  All  Violations  to  Your  Nearest  Wild  Life   Enforcement  Agent 


the  aggre- 
) ,   but   not 


TRAPPING  OPEN  SEASON 

(Inclusve) 

Mink,  otter.  Skunk,  Rac- 
coon, Opossum  Nov.  20-Tan.    20 

Muskrat    Dec.      l-'^eb.    15 

Beaver    .     No  Open  Season 

Wolf,  Panther,  Coyote,  Fox, 

and    Wild    Cat No  Closed  Season 


DAILY 
TRAP 
LIMIT 


SEASON 
TRAP 
LIMIT 


No  Limit 
250 


No  Limit 
No  Limit 


